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TASK

Read the sources above and complete the task that follows. 
Compare the accounts of Cicero from Everitt and Trollope. What impression do you get of Cicero as a person, 
and as a politician? Why does Trollope describe him as ‘the most attractive’ of the Romans from that era?

ACTIVITY

Cicero squared off against Caesar and was friends with young Brutus. He advised 
Pompey on his botched transition from military hero to politician. He lambasted 
[criticised] Mark Antony and was the master of the smear campaign … Brilliant, … 
cranky, a terrible gossip, and a genius of political manipulation, Cicero was Rome’s 
most revered politician, one of the greatest statesmen of all time. Accessible to us 
through unguarded letters written to his best friend, Atticus, Cicero emerges as a 
witty and resourceful political manipulator, the most eloquent witness to the last 
days of Republican Rome.

[Cicero] was a man … sensitive to all influences … He had none of the fixed 
purpose of Caesar, or the unflinching principle of Cato. They were men cased in 
brass, whose feelings nothing could hurt. They suffered from none of those inward 
flutterings of the heart, doubtful aspirations, human longings, sharp sympathies, 
dreams of something better than this world, fears of something worse, which make 
Cicero so like a well-bred, polished gentleman of the present day. It is because he 
was so little like a Roman that he is of all the Romans the most attractive.

 SOURCE 1
 Anthony Everitt, Cicero: The Life 

and Times of Rome’s Greatest 
Politician (Random House, 2001).

 SOURCE 2
Anthony Trollope, The Life of 

Cicero, Vol. 1 (Harper & Bros., 
1881), Chap. 1, 23. 


