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TOPIC 1: 1905 REVOLUTION 

TOPIC 1:  1905 REVOLUTION (JANUARY–OCTOBER 1905)

KEY KNOWLEDGE
CAUSE

EFFECT

SIGNIFICANCE

Economic and 

social inequalities 

in Tsarist Russia

Bloody Sunday 

(9 January 1905)

Workers’ protests

 ▸ Poor working conditions 

(e.g. average worker had 

a thirteen-hour day, paid 

less than one rouble a day).

 ▸ Anger over firing of four 

workers at Putilov steelworks.

 ▸ Father Georgy Gapon wrote 

a petition to the tsar seeking 

‘truth, justice and protection’ 

and demanded improved 

working conditions and a 

democratically elected Duma.

 ▸ 150,000 protesters marched 

to Winter Palace.

 ▸ 200 protesters killed.

 ▸ Destroyed myth of 

benevolent tsar.

 ▸ Tsar viewed as 

‘Bloody Nicholas’.

 ▸ 400,000 workers went 

on strike in January 1905, 

triggering many other protests 

through 1905.

 ▸ By October 1905, general 

strikes had broken out in 

fifty cities.

Liberal ideas and 

reforms

 ▸ Bloody Sunday created 

dissatisfaction with autocracy 

and tsar’s failure to listen to 

protesters.

 ▸ Tsar called for petitions for 

reform in an effort to defuse 

growing revolutionary tensions.

 ▸ Critics of the tsar united as the 

Union of Unions in May 1905, 

adopting the slogan, ‘We can 

no longer live like this!’

 ▸ Union of Unions demanded 

reforms, including civil 

rights, elections based on 

a universal franchise and 

a legislative Duma.

 ▸ Tsar dismissed growing 

demands for democracy, 

arguing, ‘I will never agree to 

the representative form of 

government, because I consider 

it harmful to the people whom 

God has entrusted to me’.

 ▸ More Russians were drawn 

to the idea of democracy, 

increasing criticism of the 

autocracy.

 ▸ Members of the Union of 

Unions established the Kadet 

party in October 1905.

Economic and 

social inequalities 

in Tsarist Russia

Peasant uprisings

 ▸ Peasants believed land 

belonged to all who work it, 

and they resented the gentry 

who owned the best one-sixth 

of the land.

 ▸ Breakdown of law and order 

after Bloody Sunday.

 ▸ Peasant rebellions broke out 

across Russia from June 1905.

 ▸ 3000 manors destroyed, 

peasants redistributed land 

and wealth.

 ▸ Gentry fled the countryside.

 ▸ Tsarist regime lost control of 

the countryside.

Defeat in Russo-

Japanese War

 ▸ The war took place in the 

far east, 7000 km from central 

Russia, stretching supply lines.

 ▸ Russian commanders 

used outdated tactics 

such as cavalry charges, 

and failed to use modern 

radio communication.

 ▸ Russian army routed after 

suffering 90,000 casualties 

in Battle of Mukden 

(February 1905).

 ▸ Russian navy lost entire Baltic 

Fleet in forty-five minutes of 

fighting in Battle of Tsushima 

(May 1905).

 ▸ Russia surrendered to 

Japan and was forced 

to cede territory in 

Treaty of Portsmouth 

(September 1905).

 ▸ Tsarist regime humiliated by 

Japan, which was perceived 

as ‘inferior’.

 ▸ Poor morale in the Russian 

armed forces led to a series 

of mutinies.

KEY KNOWLEDGE
CAUSE

EFFECT

SIGNIFICANCE

Soldier and sailor 

mutinies

 ▸ Soldiers had poor conditions 

(e.g. forced to eat maggoty 

meat on Potemkin).

 ▸ Low morale due to defeat 

in Russo-Japanese War.

 ▸ 400 mutinies in Russian army 

in 1905 and 1906.

 ▸ Sailors of the Battleship 

Potemkin mutinied 

(June 1905), murdering their 

officers and taking over 

the ship.

 ▸ Tsarist regime humiliated and 

powerless.

 ▸ Potemkin mutiny triggered 

the Odessa massacres, as 

2000 pro-mutineer protesters 

were killed (July 1905).

October Manifesto 

(17 October 1905)

 ▸ Union of Unions called for 

nationwide general strike 

demanding liberal reforms.

 ▸ General strike paralysed 

St Petersburg and Moscow 

(13 October 1905).

 ▸ St Petersburg Soviet 

(self-governing workers’ 

council) established; 

by 17 October 1905, fifty 

soviets had been created in 

cities across Russia.

 ▸ Tsar could not raise enough 

reliable soldiers to put down 

the strike by force.

 ▸ Count Sergei Witte 

convinced tsar to promise 

political concessions.

 ▸ Tsar issued the October 

Manifesto, which promised 

liberal democratic reforms, 

including civil rights, elections 

based on universal suffrage, 

and a legislative Duma.

 ▸ Tsar promised to end the 

autocracy.

 ▸ In the short term, the manifesto 

helped end protests and 

created optimism that Russia 

would become a democracy.

 ▸ In the long term, the 

tsar’s failure to commit to 

democratic reform caused 

anger and disillusionment, 

leading to overthrow in the 

February Revolution.

VIEWPOINT

KEY QUOTATION

Leon Trotsky
The events of 1905 enhanced the class 

consciousness of Russian workers and 

peasants, and they gained experience they 

would use in 1917.

‘The events of 1905 were a prologue to the two revolutions 

of 1917, that of February and that of October.’

Stephen Smith
After 1905, Russians no longer saw the tsar as 

a benevolent ruler. This would enable more 

extreme revolutionary action in 1917.

‘The 1905 revolution had destroyed the people’s loyalty to 

their “little father” the tsar.’

Orlando Figes
While it failed to bring about change, the 1905 

Revolution increased the organisation and 

assertiveness of Russians in seeking change.

‘Although the regime succeeded in restoring order, it could not 

hope to put the clock back. 1905 changed society for good.’

Richard Pipes
The 1905 Revolution showed that Russian 

society contained fatal divisions that tsardom 

could not contain.

‘The country was boiling over from anger, envy, and 

resentment … which until then had been contained by awe 

and fear’ of the tsar. When Russians ‘lost respect for the 

government, there was nothing to hold society together’.

HISTORICAL 

PERSPECTIVE

HISTORICAL 

INTERPRETATION

HISTORICAL 

INTERPRETATION

HISTORICAL 

INTERPRETATION
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TOPIC 2: REPRESSION AND REFORMTOPIC 2:  REPRESSION AND REFORM (1906–1914)

KEY KNOWLEDGE CAUSE EFFECT SIGNIFICANCE

Pyotr Stolypin’s 
repression 
(1906–1909)

 ▸ Perceived need to restore order 
after chaos of 1905 Revolution.

 ▸ Prime Minister Pyotr Stolypin 
argued for ‘Suppression first, 
and then and only then, 
reform’.

 ▸ Between 1906 and 1909:
 ▹ workers’ soviets crushed

 ▹ anti-regime newspapers 
censored or closed

 ▹ 50,000 dissidents arrested 
and exiled to Siberia in 
‘Stolypin’s carriages’

 ▹ 3000 peasant 
rebels executed by 
‘Stolypin’s necktie’.

 ▸ Tsarist regime betrayed 
promise of civil rights made 
in October Manifesto.

 ▸ This increased disillusionment 
among Russians who saw 
the regime as incapable of 
reform, and meant that during 
the February Revolution 
of 1917, most called for the 
tsar to abdicate rather than 
grant reforms.

 ▸ Tsarist regime regained control 
of empire.

Fundamental Laws 
of the Empire 
(April 1906)

 ▸ Tsar regretted agreeing to 
national elections for a Duma 
in October Manifesto.

 ▸ Tsar issued Fundamental Laws 
of the Empire, which defined 
the powers of the tsar and 
Duma.

 ▸ Fundamental Laws reasserted 
the tsar’s ‘supreme autocratic 
power’.

 ▸ Fundamental Laws reserved 
the right for the tsar to dismiss 
the Duma (Article 87) and 
rule by decree (Article 105).

 ▸ Tsar revealed his stubborn 
unwillingness to part with 
autocratic power; asserted  
that ‘I created the Duma,  
not to be directed by it,  
but to be advised’.

 ▸ Duma’s powers limited before it 
even met.

 ▸ Reformers such as the Kadets 
angered and demanded liberal 
reforms to create a democratic 
constitutional monarchy.

Limitations of 
the Dumas

First Duma 
(1906)

Second Duma 
(1907)

 ▸ First and Second Dumas 
controlled by a coalition of 
liberal Kadets and socialist SRs.

 ▸ Duma majority demanded land 
reform, constitutional limits 
on tsar’s power, and genuine 
power for Duma.

 ▸ Duma majority refused to pass 
legislation or approve spending 
until their demands were met.

 ▸ Tsar refused to compromise 
with his critics or give up 
power.

 ▸ Tsar dismissed the First and 
Second Dumas after ten and 
seventeen weeks, respectively.

 ▸ Tsar revealed his contempt for 
democracy.

 ▸ Disillusionment with the Tsarist 
regime’s inability to reform 
continued to grow.

Third Duma 
(1907–1912)

Fourth Duma 
(1912–1917)

 ▸ To secure a supportive Third 
Duma, Stolypin revised voting 
laws to disenfranchise 
workers and peasants.

 ▸ Sixty per cent of Duma 
deputies were now elected by 
the gentry, who made up just 
2% of the population.

 ▸ Third Duma dominated by 
conservative Octobrist party 
and served full five-year term 
(1907–1912).

 ▸ Fourth Duma dominated by 
conservative Octobrist party 
and was supportive of the 
tsar until outbreak of WWI; 
it served most of its five-year 
term (1912–1917).

 ▸ Third Duma nicknamed 
‘Duma of Lords and Lackeys’ 
because it failed to represent 
the interests of ordinary 
Russians.

 ▸ Regime temporarily silenced 
criticism, but this re-emerged 
during WWI.

VIEWPOINT KEY QUOTATION

Stephen Smith The period 1906–1914 saw intelligent, active 
attempts to shore up the strength of the Tsarist 
regime. These might have worked, if not for WWI.

‘The [1905] Revolution had exposed the vulnerability of the 
autocracy, but it also rekindled the reformist energies of 
the bureaucracy.’

Orlando Figes Disillusionment and discontent grew, as Russians 
realised the regime would never fulfil the October 
Manifesto’s promise of democracy.

‘The regime [used] the Manifesto as a temporary 
concession … [and] it had always intended to return to 
its old autocratic ways once the danger passed.’

Richard Pipes By stripping the Duma of any meaningful power, 
the tsar thwarted any chance of peaceful reform, 
and made a future revolution likely.

‘Neither the violence of 1905 nor the reforms of Stolypin 
had solved anything. Since there seemed to be no way of 
peacefully reconciling the divergent interests of Russia’s 
150 million inhabitants, another revolution was a 
distinct possibility.’

HISTORICAL 
INTERPRETATION

HISTORICAL 
INTERPRETATION

HISTORICAL 
INTERPRETATION

ACTIVE REVISION! Topics 1 and 2

Once you have revised Topics 1 and 2, 
you should be able to answer the following 
questions. Try creating a mind map or list 
of suitable evidence for each.

1.  How did perceptions of the Tsarist regime 
change in 1905?

2.  What were the grievances of major 
groups (workers, peasants, soldiers/sailors, 
liberals) and how were these expressed?

3.  Why did Tsar Nicholas II promise 
democracy in the October Manifesto?

4.  How effective was the Tsarist regime 
in implementing reforms after the 
1905 Revolution?

5.  How did the Tsarist regime reassert its 
authority after the 1905 Revolution?
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d) Using Source 9 and your own knowledge, explain how Bolshevik rule 

impacted workers and peasants after 1917. (5 marks)UNPACKING THE QUESTION • There are two key knowledge outcomes assessed by this question. You must 

discuss workers and peasants to achieve full marks.

 • The verb ‘explain’ means you need to give a step-by-step explanation of a 

historical process. • The scope of the question is impacts. That means you need to explain ways 

that these social groups were affected or how their lives changed.

 • The question instructs you to use Source 9. You will need to select two 

substantive quotations from this source to support your response.

 • The question instructs you to use ‘your own knowledge’. This means you need 

to extend beyond the points in the sources, and include other points. To get full 

marks, you will need some specific evidence (such as laws, facts, dates, battles, 

statistics, quotations, etc.).
UNPACKING THE SOURCE • Quickly skim the source to get a general understanding of what it is about.

 » This is an interpretation that says the Bolsheviks were not very popular, 

and they stayed in power using ruthless methods.

 » A list of Bolshevik actions is given, targeting different problems and 

affecting different groups of the population.

 » Not all of the points relate to workers and peasants. You need to re-read 

the source closely to pick out the most relevant points.

 • Then, closely re-read the source. This will ensure you have not missed anything 

and will allow you to select useful quotations. Underline or highlight three 

short quotations that reveal at least one way workers were affected, and at least 

one way peasants were affected. For example:
 » Source 9 states that ‘Sovnarkom dispatched armed squads to seize grain’

 » Source 9 states that ‘when workers voted for Mensheviks … the Bolsheviks 

declared the elections invalid and sent in armed units’.

GATHERING EVIDENCE FROM YOUR OWN KNOWLEDGE

 • Initially, the Bolsheviks issued reform decrees aimed at improving the lives of 

peasants and workers: » Decree on Land (26 October 1917) redistributed the gentry’s land to the 

peasantry. » Decree on the Eight-Hour Working Day (29 October 1917) gave workers the 

eight-hour workday, and the Decree on Workers’ Control (14 November 1917) 

gave workers democratic control of the factories.

 • However, during the period of civil war and War Communism, Bolshevik rule 

became more repressive: » Five million peasants were conscripted into the Red Army.

 » Excessive grain requisitioning triggered a famine that caused five million 

peasant deaths in 1921. » Workers were subjected to military discipline and paid meagre rations under 

the system of War Communism.ANSWERING THE QUESTION
Writing tip: The best responses will smoothly integrate quotations from the sources and 

meaningfully connect these to your argument. For example, ‘The Duma became increasingly 

dissatisfied with the Tsarist regime’s inept management of the war effort, which is reflected in 

Source 1 by Milyukov’s question, “Is this stupidity or is this treason?” ’

Practise starting a sentence with a quotation, and ending it with an explanation of what the 

quotation refers to. Then, practise starting a sentence with your own fact, and ending with a 

quotation that backs this up. You can see examples of both strategies in the sample response 

below. Try using some of these connective phrases in your own writing:The source
… captures the idea that …

… exemplifies the belief that …
… reflects the fact that …… however, in reality …… but this is misleading, because …

Your factual knowledgeYour factual knowledge

… reflected in the source by …
… described in the source as …

… depicted in the image as …
… highlighted by the source through …

The source

SAMPLE RESPONSE, WITH CONNECTIVE PHRASES HIGHLIGHTED

Initially, the effects on workers and peasants were positive. The Decree on Land 

(26 October 1917) meant peasants no longer had to pay rent to the gentry, as 

they could seize and redistribute the gentry’s land. The Decree on the Eight-Hour 

Working Day (29 October 1917) fulfilled a basic workers’ demand, and the Decree on 

Workers’ Control (14 November 1917) gave them democratic control of the factories. 

Workers and peasants gained democratic rights in local soviet elections. However, 

after the Civil War began, Bolshevik rule had negative effects. Source 9 highlights 

that ‘Sovnarkom dispatched armed squads to seize grain’ from peasants at 

gunpoint, which explains why there was a famine that killed five million peasants 

in 1921. Workers launched strikes over the harsh discipline and meagre rations of 

War Communism, which are alluded to by the source’s claims that ‘strikes … 

were put down’ and there was a ‘concentration of state violence’. (152 words)

THE EXAMINATION
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MIND MAP (AOS2)

MIND MAP:  CONSEQUENCES OF THE REVOLUTION

Decrees on land, peace, workers’ 

control, women’s rights

Cheka (political police force) established

State Capitalism: workers run industry 

with help from ‘bourgeois’ advisers

Constituent Assembly dissolved

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk sees Russia exit WWI

Workers’ and Peasants’ Red Army established 

Counter-revolution breaks out

‘White’ armies: Denikin (Ukraine), 

Kolchak (Siberia), Yudenich (Estonia) 

‘Green’ armies: peasant guerrillas led by Makhno

Trotsky leads Red Army to victory

Communist government launches Red Terror

Torture and intimidation 

of ‘bourgeois’ Russians

Dzerzhinsky fills Cheka jails

Tsar Nicholas and family executed

White Terror: reprisals against ‘socialists’, 

capture of Red Army soldiers    

Civil War  
(1918–c. 1921)

Terror

Consolidating Power  

(1917–1918)

RUSSIA UNDER  
THE NEW REGIME 

(1917–1927)

Response to failure of War Communism

‘Temporary measure’ to restore markets

Grain requisitioning and rationing halted

‘Scissors crisis’: agricultural prices 

drop while industrial prices rise

By 1926–1927, most industries had recovered

New Economic Policy

Replaces State Capitalism

Government obtains grain by force (prodrazverstka)

Public resistance to requisitioning and rationing

Value of rouble collapses

Ban on trade creates underground economy

Women: gained equal pay, 

abortion, literacy, access to divorce

Peasants: gained from Decree on 

Land but did not benefit overall

Farmers: many suffered as ‘kulaks’ and 

from low prices under War Communism

Aristocrats: many fled Russia, lost land or property

Workers: gained from education and arts, 

eight-hour workday; little improvement 

to living standards

War Communism

Changes to Everyday Life
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JOSHUA McDERMOTT

DIANA MILLAR
NICHOLAS VLAHOGIANNIS



HTAV VCE SAMPLE EXAMS
FOR TEACHERS

HTAV PUBLISHING VCE CATALOGUE Discover the full range of titles available at the HTAV Shop www.htavshop.com.au

FEATURES

 · 2022 and 2023 sample exams for Australian History, 
Ancient History and Revolutions.

 · all exams include a guide to responses with 
marking and word-count guides, as well as 
advice and/or a sample high-scoring response 
for each question.

 · Written by expert teachers, and very closely 
aligned to the new VCAA examination format. 

Available in pdf format. 

ALL OTHER TITLES
For other student and teacher resources, professional reading 
and merchandise, visit the HTAV Shop.
www.HTAVshop.com.au

Available for purchase by teachers/schools only.



HTAV PUBLISHING VCE CATALOGUE Discover the full range of titles available at the HTAV Shop www.htavshop.com.au
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TITLE ISBN FORMAT PRICE $

Forging America, 3ed
978-1-922481-04-7 print + ebook 64.95

978-1-922481-05-4 ebook 51.95

American Revolution Study and Exam Guide 978-1-922481-15-3 print + ebook 34.95

Forging America Teacher Companion n/a digital access 99.95

Liberating France, 3ed
978-1-922481-12-2 print + ebook 64.95

978-1-922481-13-9 ebook 51.95

French Revolution Study and Exam Guide 978-1-922481-16-0 print + ebook 34.95

Liberating France Teacher Companion n/a digital access 99.95

Reinventing Russia, 3ed
978-1-922481-02-3 print + ebook 64.95

978-1-922481-03-0 ebook 51.95

Russian Revolution Study and Exam Guide 978-1-922481-17-7 print + ebook 34.95

Reinventing Russia Teacher Companion n/a digital access 99.95

China Rising, 3ed
978-1-922481-06-1 print + ebook 64.95

978-1-922481-07-8 ebook 51.95

Chinese Revolution Study and Exam Guide 978-1-922481-18-4 print + ebook 34.95

China Rising Teacher Companion n/a digital access 99.95

Modern History 1
978-1-922481-08-5 print + ebook 54.95

978-1-922481-09-2 ebook 41.95

Modern History 2
978-1-922481-10-8 print + ebook 54.95

978-1-922481-11-5 ebook 41.95

Modern History Teacher Companion n/a digital access 129.95

Ancient Greece
978-0-9875294-7-3 print + ebook 64.95

978-1-875585-33-5 ebook 51.95

Ancient Greece Study and Exam Guide* 978-1-922481-19-1 print + ebook 34.95

Ancient Rome
978-0-987529-46-6 print + ebook 64.95

978-1-875585-09-0 ebook 51.95

Ancient Rome Study and Exam Guide* 978-1-922481-20-7 print + ebook 34.95

HTAV 2023 VCE History Sample Exam: Ancient History n/a pdf 85.00

HTAV 2023 VCE History Sample Exam: Australian History n/a pdf 85.00

HTAV 2023 VCE History Sample Exam: Revolutions n/a pdf 85.00

HTAV 2022 VCE History Sample Exam: Ancient History n/a pdf 85.00

HTAV 2022 VCE History Sample Exam: Australian History n/a pdf 85.00

HTAV 2022 VCE History Sample Exam: Revolutions n/a pdf 85.00



For full details of this offer, including terms and conditions,  
visit www.htavshop.com.au/offers-and-promotions

HTAV’S 2024 BOOKLIST PROMOTION

PROMOTION CLOSES 10 NOVEMBER 2023

THE HTAV GOLD PASS FOR 2024
Booklist an HTAV VCE title for 2024 and your school has the chance to win the 
HTAV Gold Pass for 2024, valued at over $1500! 

The HTAV Gold Pass for 2024 includes:

 · a 2024 school membership  
(giving all history teachers on staff access to HTAV benefits)

 · regular email bulletins with curated information and resources
 · one ticket to the 2024 HTAV VCE Conference
 · one ticket to the 2024 HTAV Annual Conference (two days)
 · a 2024 print subscription to Agora professional reading journal 

for history teachers.

BOOKLIST AN HTAV VCE TITLE FOR 2024 
AND RECEIVE:

 · free access to a new selection of HTAV 
professional learning videos

 · a free teacher copy of each booklisted title
 · entry into the draw to win  

the HTAV Gold Pass for 2024.

HTAV GOLD PASS

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN!


